FEuropean Same-Sex Dance Association

Minutes ESSDA AGM 2015
Thursday 6" August 2015, Victoriahallen, Stockholm

Attending: the membership list was not returned so it was not possible to list the participants.
Instead, two pictures are included: see last page. The quorum of 5% of the members was reached.

Chair: Davy Brocatus, Co-President

1 Opening

Attendees are warmly welcomed by our Co-Presidents to the Annual General Meeting 2015 held at
the Victoriahallen in Stockholm.

2 Approval of the minutes ESSDA AGM 13/06/2014

The minutes of the 2014 AGM 2014 had been emailed to all Essda members four weeks before the
2015 AGM. The chair asks whether there are any comments or questions related to the minutes.
Since there are not any, the minutes are approved.

3 Annual Report June 2014 - 2014 by the Secretary

The Annual Report by the secretary had been mailed to all Essda members four weeks before the
AGM. The chair thanks the secretary for the good job she has done and asks her to highlight the
main topics covered by the report.

4 Financial Report 2014 and first half of 2015 by the Treasurer

Copies of the financial report are handed out. An attempt had been made to provide more detailed
information on money going in and out. As the report shows, Essda’s financial situation is quite
healthy. The year 2014 is closed with a positive result of €2445,-,

For the year 2015 the costs for the EGLSF membership have been raised from €80,- to €250 due to a
change in their membership policy. This raise was required to give all Essda members an EGLSF
member discount for the EuroGames registration fee.

5 Re-election of ESSDA board members

The (re-)elections had been discussed at the board meeting prior to the AGM. For five of the six
board members their term would end. Davy, Séren and Michal would stand for for re-election, and
Thorsten and Hadass would not. This resulted in three vacancies, which was announced in the
invitation for the 2015 AGM. Two candidacies for the position of board member were received prior
to the AGM: from Marc Schleuter (Germany) and Tim Regan (UK). Because of the gender imbalance
in the board (Diana would be the only female board member), a separate invitation was sent to all
female Essda members to encourage them to join the board. Unfortunately this did not resultin a
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candidacy. Given this situation, Hadass reconsidered her decision and decided to stay on for one
more year. Since there are two candidacies for two vacancies, no voting is required and Marc and
Tim are appointed as board members. This means that for next year the Essda board will consist of
seven board members: Marc, Tim, Hadass, Davy, Michal, S6ren and Diana.

It is pointed out that a new female board member does not necessarily have to become the female
co-president because Hadass will resign. The various roles will be decided on in the board’s first
meeting after the AGM. If women are interested to join the board they can first participate in board
meetings to see what being a board member entails. It is suggested to include more information
about being a board member in next year’s invitation for (re-)elections.

6 Proposed amendments to Competition Rules by DVET

The proposed amendments are introduced and explained by Thorsten Reulen. They are discussed
and decided on one by one.

- Amendment to point 3.3.b: if two competitions are combined into one competition (for
example competition for female and male couples), two competition titles must be
awarded. This proposal is approved of unanimously, provided that the text is rephrased to
make it clearer.

- Proposal for new point 4.3: if there is only one couple in a class after the classification round,
this couple may be allocated to another — preferably higher — class; this situation is likely to
occur more frequently, given the dropping number of dancers). This proposal triggers a lively
discussion. Arguments against this proposal include: it is against the essence of the whole
classification system; it is a matter of acknowledging a couple’s right to dance in the class
that the judges have assigned them to; you cannot force people to go up; and from a legal
point of view you cannot change the rules during the competition. Argument in favour of the
proposal: a couple should have to compete in order to receive a gold medal. No consensus is
reached so voting does not seem to make sense. It is proposed to establish a taskforce that
will deal with this issue. This proposal is approved of by the AGM.

- Amendment to point 8.3.d: switch of adjudicator to dancer and vice versa more than once:
this proposal also triggers a lively discussions. Arguments / thoughts that are put forward:
this might lead to a ‘messy’ situation for an A Class dancer; people’s lives may change
several times; all same-sex dancers should be welcome (given the dropping number of
dancers); a longer period of time might be required when changing roles, for example 18
months (6 months is too short because there is only one big competition per year); in the
mainstream dance competitions only one change is allowed; we should put our energy into
other things, e.g. getting excellent judges; it is up to organisers to invite such judges or not.
A different amendment is proposed: ask the Essda board for permission. But there is no
consensus for this proposal. Then it is proposed to split the amendment in two: (1) changing
roles more than once and (2) the time frame involved. A majority is in favour of part (1). For
part (2) the proposal is to have the taskforce look into this and come up with a proposal.

- Amendment (new point) to article 10: if there is no A Class the title of champion is awarded
to the best couple in the category involved, independent of class. This proposal is put to the
vote and all but one are in favour, with one member abstaining from voting.

- New rules for combined results (no separate 10-dance but results of Standard and Latin are
combined) and 10-dance competitions because such rules are lacking now. With respect to
combined results: a couples that dances standard in the A Class and Latin in the B Class

cannot qualify for a 10-dance champion title. There is a discussion about terminology: 10-
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dance competition and combined competition are interpreted differently, are not
synonymous to part of the members. Arguments / thoughts put forward: dancing a 10-dance
competition requires stamina (versus combined results); 10-dance gives lower level couples
the opportunity to dance all 10 dances; combined results competition should not replace the
10-dance competition; organising either a 10-dance or a combined results competition
depends on whether the championships are a two- or three day event; it should be
consistent, so either a 10-dance or a combined results competition in each European
championship. The proposed amendment is not put to the vote because there is no
consensus. So in this case, too, the proposal is to have the taskforce look into this
amendment and come up with a proposal. It is requested, though, to consider a

combination rule (NB Diana: | don’t know anymore if this refers to a ‘combination
competition’ (11.1) or ‘combination results’ (11.2)

7 Plans for the coming year

Due to the elaborate discussions about the proposed amendments to the Competition Rules it is

decided to skip this topic.

8Q&A

A remark is made about the importance of a social event as part of the European
Championships. This should really be mandatory. Is there any possibility to do something
about this? PS Heather took up this issue and arranged a social dance event at the Scandic
Talk hotel on Saturday afternoon, which was visited by many people.

A request is made to write and publish rules for showdance couples and teams. The board
will give this a follow-up.

Representative of FGG: position of Essda was (will be?) discussed in Cologne (NB Diana: | will
ask Armin what his remark was, | have not written down enough to understand what it was
about).

The view of the UK with respect to the changed senior age category is expressed. A survey
was conducted among the UKSSDC, which showed that a majority of the members was in
favour of another proposal (minimum age of 45 for both dancers of a couple). It is pointed
out that at the previous AGM this topic was thoroughly discussed and it was decided to try
out the new senior age category for two years, after which it will be evaluated. It might be
an option to do this by conducting a survey similar to the one the UK used.

An announcement is made about the next championships: 2016 in Helsinki (EuroGames),
2017 in Miami, and 2018 in Paris. In 2017 there will be no championships in Europe so the
board asks the AGM for permission to open a bid for European Championships. This request
is granted.

The meeting is closed with mutual thanks between the board and the other participants, and a final
thanks to the board for all their hard work.

15 September 2015
Diana Vinke, Secretary to the Essda Board
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Participants AGM 2015:
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